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PART-1 
BRIEF SUMMARY 

1.1 Introduction 
 Local Planning Area, Goindwal is declared vide notification no. 12/5/2009-
4HGI/2836 dated 26-10-2009 for the preparation of its Master Plan, is situated 
along river Beas in North western part of Punjab, in district Tarn Taran and Tehsil 
and Block as Khadur Sahib. The step was initiated by third Guru Amardas ji to 
develop human settlements as centres of preaching and social upliftment. In this 
way, it was developed as first ever pilgrimage for Sikhs. It has many 
historical/religious places in the form of Gurudwaras, Mandirs, Dargahs etc. It was 
an important transit point at that time. It is a rural settlement, which reported a 
population of 6845 persons in 2001. It is facilitated with senior secondary school, a 
primary school, veterinary hospital, mini primary health centre, sub-post office and 
telephone/electric networks etc. An industrial complex is established here 
including the areas of surrounding villages. 

1.2 Local Planning Area, Goindwal  
1.2.1 Situation & History 
 The Local Planning Area, Goindwal comprises of 19 villages. It comprises of 
all rural settlements and its total area is 11880 hec. (as per census 2001). It is 
situated on right bank of river Beas in South-East of district headquarter Tarn-
Taran. Goindwal, Khadur Sahib and Bharowal are the main settlements which had 
been associated with Sikh history. 
1.2.2 Physical, Demographic & Socio-Economic 
 The physical characteristics including physiography, climate, wind direction 
and soil characteristics etc have also been studied in chapter IV. Among 
demographic characteristics of 1991-2001, population growth is 26.15%, 
population density is 13PPH, sex ratio is 833, literacy level is 56.43% Schedule 
caste composition is 39.11%, Economy is generally agriculture based. Total 
percentage of workers is 33.16% and non workers are 66.84%. Major crops are 
wheat and rice. Orchards are also present in small chunks of lands in 8 villages of 
Local Planning Area. 
1.2.3 Trade & Commerce and industry 
 Trade and commerce are not much flourished in the Local Planning Area. 
Among wholesale trade Focal Point at Bharowal is not functioning now. But grain 
markets at Khadur Sahib and Fatehabad are doing business. Retail activities 
mainly exists near historical places and in residential areas of LPA in un-planned 
manner. Industries are mainly part of industrial complex which is a almost in 
failure position and some industries are dispersed in unplanned manner. Thermal 
power plant of 2x 300 MW is also coming up near Goindwal. 
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1.2.4 Traffic and Transportation   
 Local Planning Area, Goindwal is well connected with district headquarter 
Tarn-Taran, Kapurthala, Jalandhar, G.T. Road at Jandiala and Khilchian, Amritsar 
through road network and with Beas through rail network. Extension of this 
railway line is under construction upto Tarn-Taran. Two bus terminals are present 
at Khadur Sahib and Goindwal where as railway station is present at village 
Fatehabad. Nearest airport is at Raja Sansi in district Amritsar. 
1.2.5 Infrastructural Facilities 
 Water supply network and open drainage networks are present in most of 
the in-habited villages. But sewerage system and solid waste management are not 
present in the LPA. Again electricity supply is also everywhere in the Local 
Planning Area. Educational facilities have been provided adequately while health 
facilities are not sufficient. Parks and open spaces play-grounds etc are also 
negligible. Local Planning Area is also served with postal and police services. 
1.2.6 Tourism 
 Tourism is mainly religious tourists, inflow ranges from thousands to lakhs 
during fairs and festivals. 

1.2.7 Environment 
 Local Planning Area is generally air pollution free except during harvesting 
season. Water pollution in river Beas and other water bodies is there. Noise 
pollution again in general is absent but it can be generated by construction 
equipments of Thermal Power Plant intermittently and for short duration. Due to 
lack of solid waste management land is getting polluted day by day and because of 
absence of sewerage system under ground water is also getting polluted by septic 
tanks. 

1.2.8 Panchayati Land  
 Government land owned by village panchayats is available in 10 villages of 
Local Planning Area but in small but dispersed chunks. 
1.2.9 Existing Land use (2009) of LPA, Goindwal     
 The base map of LPA, Goindwal has been prepared by Punjab Remote 
Sensing Centre, PAU, Ludhiana in co-ordination with District Town Planner, 
Amritsar who has provided revenue records of all the villages and has done field 
surveys and ground truthing for its preparation. The satelline imagery has been 
procured by PRSC, PAU, Ludhiana from National Remote Sensing Agency, 
Hyderabad. 
 The data shown in the base map drawing no DTP (A)/ 4/2009 date 27-8-
2009 reveals that among all land use components 4.61% area is under residential 
use, 0.21% is under commercial use, 0.72% is being used by industrial activity, 
under utilities it is 0.11%, for public/semi public uses its share is 1.87%, under 
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transportation networks/terminals the share of total area is 2.19% and for 
recreational uses the percentage of the area is 0.04%. But major portion of this 
Local Planning Area comes under agricultural, its allied activities and water bodies 
which is more than 90% (90.25%). The variation of total area as per census record 
and as supplied by PRSC, PAU, Ludhiana has also been considered by taking the 
later for further calculations. 
1.2.10 SWOT Analysis  
 On the basis of the above facts, information and data the SWOT analysis 
has been done, so that its strengths and opportunities may be taken as potentials 
and weaknesses and threats may be overcome as far as possible while giving the 
final proposals. 

1.3 Visualizing the future  
1.3.1 Population projections 
 On the basis of growth rate of previous three decades, the population 
projections have been made upto year 2031 with five yearly slab. The average 
projected population for the years 2006, 2009 (base year), 2011, 2016, 2021, 2026 
and 2031 is respectively 60275, 64019, 66943, 74730, 83426, 9313 and 103981 
persons. 
1.3.2 Future Requirements  
 As Local Planning Area, Goindwal has mainly rural characteristics, so the 
requirements for future periods have been calculated with lower range (meant for 
small town) of norms of UDPFI guidelines, because norms for rural areas have not 
be fixed by any organization. Finally, present gaps and additional requirements 
have been calculated for all types of physical and social facilities. In addition to 
these, Land use requirements for all land uses have also been calculated using the 
same norms. 
1.3.3 Vision   
 On the basis of study of information and data received, facility index, 
calculated requirements and suggestions received in meetings of “think tank”, it 
has been decided to develop three major settlements of LPA, Goindwal for 
promotion of different activities here, on the basis of their past and present 
characteristics. In this way, Goindwal has been decided to be promoted as tourist 
spot and Industrial centre, Khadur Sahib for religious, educational and 
administrative activities whereas Fatehabad as rural marketing hub.  
1.4 Proposals of Master Plan, Goindwal 
 In this part of Master Plan, Goindwal the components, objectives, scope, 
planning considerations etc have been specified. The description of proposed 
landuse plan have been given elaborately, as per which, area under Residential use 
(newly proposed residential zones, village abadis outside and insisted lal lakir) is 
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1214 hec (10.24%), under Commercial use (rural marketing centre, wholesale, 
godown, warehousing & logistic park) is 208 hec (1.75%), under Industrial use 
(industrial zones & thermal power plant) is 884 hec (7.46%), Public/semi public 
uses (institutional cum residential zone, government/semi government office, 
public utility sites and socio-cultural and religious) is 313 hec (2.64%), 
Transportation & Communication (road & rail network, bus & rail terminus) is 
under 212 hec (1.8%) under Recreational/Tourism (river front recreation, reserved 
four tourist facilities) is under 376 hec (3.18%) and under Agricultural zone is 8641 
hec (72.93%). 
 During actual implementation of these proposals to achieve the true spirit of 
these proposals the Zoning Regulations have formulated later in its part. In these 
zoning regulations, land use regulations have been specified to indicate the 
permissibility of various activities in different land uses/zones. In addition to these, 
the development controls for the development of the permissible activities within 
respective land uses/areas have also been specified, so that development of any 
activities does not take place out of the prescribed extent and form. In the end, the 
procedure of implementation of the above proposals and development control is 
also given. 
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PART- II 
INTRODUCTION 

 
2.1 Initial Steps 

· Local Planning Area, Goindwal is notified by Punjab Government vide 
Notification No. 12/5/2009-4 HGI/2836 Dated 26-10-2009. The total area 
of the Local Planning Area, Goindwal is 11880 hectare and the detail of 
settlements falling in this Local Planning Area is shown in the Drg No 
4/2009 DTP (A) Dated 27-8-09. 

· The Local Planning Area, Goindwal constitutes 19 villages, consisting the 
population of 53818 persons. The Government designated Chief Town 
Planner, Punjab as planning agency vide notification no-12/5/2009-
4HGI/562 dated 13-2-09to prepare Master Plan of L.P.A., Goindwal. 

· Administrative boundaries of villages, geographical, physical, historical and 
demographic features, accessibility and the trends of development etc. have 
been kept in view while delineating the L.P.A.  

 

2.2 Goindwal – An Overview 
 

 Goindwal is situated along the river Beas in the North Western part of 
Punjab. It is situated on 75°07’30”E to 75° 10’ 55”E longitudes and 31° 21’ 35” N to 
31°24’40” N latitudes. It falls in administrative boundaries of district Tarn Taran, 
tehsil Khadur Sahib and block Khadur Sahib. It is a major and one of the popular 
historic settlement located in the Majha region. It has followed the concept and 
approaches of Sikh Gurus to develop human settlements as centers of preaching 
and social upliftment. Goindwal or Govindwal as mentioned in the historic 
literature was conceived to develop as a centre of Sikh preaching by Guru Amar 
Das, the third Sikh Guru. 
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Pic. 1 Gurudwara Baoli Sahib at Goindwal –The first ever place of Sikh pilgrimage 
 

 Goindwal is a rural settlement, which reported a population of 6,845 
persons in 2001 Census against 3,601 persons and 2,498 persons in 1991 and 
1981 respectively. Goindwal is facilitated with a senior secondary school, a primary 
school, veterinary hospital, mini primary health centre, a sub post office and 
telephone network etc. The area including surrounding villages has been declared 
as Industrial Focal Point for establishment of industries here.  
2.2.1 Historical Evolution of Goindwal Sahib 
(I) Growth and Development  
The historical evolution of Goindwal Sahib has been divided into two parts: 
a) Medieval Period 
b) Modern Period 
a)  Medieval Period: 
§ Foundation: Goindwal, the first ever place of Sikh pilgrimage, designated by its 

founder, Guru Amar Das. This was established along the river Beas on Delhi - 
Lahore Sher Shah Suri Marg. In fact it was an important junction where east-
west highway crossed the River Beas. With the renovation of the highway by 
Sher Shah Suri, the Afghan ruler of north India 1540-45 AD, this ferry site 
became an important transit point. This led one “Goinda” or “Gonda”, a 
Marvaha Khatri trader, to plan a habitation at the western end of the ferry.  

§ Growth: While installing Guru Amar Das as his successor in 1522 A.D., Guru 
Angad Dev ji advised him to settle at the newly built town. When Guru Amar 
Das shifted to this town, all his brothers and their families also shifted from 
Basarke to Goindwal. The Guru’s devotional life attracted people from far and 
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near leading to scarcity of living accommodation. The Guru encouraged settlers 
to construct houses through liberal allotment of residential plots of land.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Pic. 2: Baoli at Goindwal  
§ Construction of Baoli: In the settlements of 16th century, availability of water 

has played a pivotal role. The location of good quality potable water became the 

major source of development of the settlement. The construction of Baoli at 

Goindwal was a multi-purpose project. Guru Amar Das decided to give to the 

Sikhs a central place for gatherings of the whole founded township. A site for 

baoli was chosen and excavation work started.  

§ Pilgrimage: The Goindwal became an important centre for Sikh preachings with 

the availability of water, rest place and free community kitchen. The 

settlements were developed in the form of habitation of few houses along the 

uplands of river Beas. The external linkages were performed by the shahi marg 

(Sher Shah Suri road). It is important to understand and mention here that the 

establishment of Goindwal was also linked to the inter action settlements 

established at Khadur Sahib, Kartarpur, and Batala.  
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Pic. 3: Concept by Goinda for development of Goindwal 
§ Concept of Development: Goindwal is a typical settlement, which demonstrates 

that a site full of development potentials can remain undeveloped, if the 
developer like Goinda lacks imagination and site planning techniques. The site, 
which was not growing despite repeated efforts of Goinda and considered to be 
inhabited by ‘Ghosts and Evil Spirits’ turned into a sprawling commercial and 
religious centre, when Guru Amar Das took keen interest in its development.     

B) Modern Period  
 It is observed that not much growth has taken place in the settlement and 
its surroundings in any manner. The development in terms of spatial growth is not 
much over the years. Major steps which have been taken to upgrade this 
settlement and its surroundings are establishment of Industrial complex and 
Thermal Power Plant here.  

ii) Decline of Goindwal Sahib: 
 After the initial development of the Goindwal, it became slow, even became 
stagnant at different points of time due to various reasons, few of them are 
discussed below: 
a) Establishment of Harmandir Sahib at Amritsar- 
 With the establishment of “Guru Ka Chak”, construction of ‘Amrit Srovar’ 
and installation of the ‘Adi Granth’ in Hari Mandir, the Sikh religious masses now 
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focused their attention towards Amritsar, due to which the socio-cultural 
importance of Goindwal started declining. 
 

b) Development of the other settlements nearby: 
 The development of Goindwal was ignored when the development of Amritsar 
and Tarn Taran took place. Earlier, it was the centre of pilgrimage and development 
and now it has just become a peripheral area. As the attention has been shifted to 
Amritsar as well as Tarn Taran, the Goindwal was left undeveloped. 
 

c) Shifting the G.T. Road 
 The decision of the britishers to link Lahore with Ludhiana via Amritsar, 
Kartarpur, Jalandhar and Phagwara in second half of nineteenth century, by 
realigning the Grand Trunk Road, was the swear blow to the economic 
development of the town.  
 

d) Failure of Industrial Complex 
 Industrial complex was established with the view to promote the 
development of the whole region which was considered economically backward. But 
its failure affected the growth not only of Goindwal but of the whole region.  
 

iii) Major Development Events: 
 The major events include all the important events as shown in the table 2.1 
which took place, right from the growth of the town to the development till date. 

Table 2.1  Important Events in the Evolution of Goindwal 

Year Events 

1539 After the death of Shri Guru Nanak Dev Ji in 1539, Shri Guru AngadDev 

Ji left Kartarpur for the village of Khadur Sahib (near Goindwal Sahib). 

1541 In the year 1541, Shri Guru Amar Das Ji came to Shri Guru Angad Dev 

Ji & for around 12 years, with his devotional service. 

1552 Guru Angad Dev Ji appointed Sri Guru Amar Das Ji as third Guru. 

1559  The Gurudwara Goindwal Sahib came up alongside the Baoli (well) with 

84 steps, which was considered to be the first pilgrimage site of Sikhs 

1563 Guru Arjan Dev Sahib was born on 15th April 1563 at Goindwal Sahib. 

He was the youngest son of Guru Ram Das Sahib and Mata Bhani ji.  

1574 Succession to Gurgaddi Guru Amar Das selected Bhai Jetha (Ram Das), 

his son-in-law to be the fourth Guru of the Sikhs. The Guru left for 

eternal abode on September 1, 1574 at Goindwal Sahib. 

1581 Guru Ram Das bestowed Guruship on his youngest son Arjan Dev Ji, 
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after whom the Guruship became hereditary. He breathed his last on 

September 1, 1581 at Goindwal Sahib. 

1598 During a famine in 1598, Akbar (a liberal Muslim King) met the Guru at 

Goindwal, and on request of the Guru, he exempted 50% revenue of the 

farmers in the Punjab. 

1604 The Gurudwara was raised by fifth Sikh Guru, Guru Arjan Dev in 1604.  

1973 The Museum was completed on November 30, 1973.  

1981 For the development of Goindwal, a Industrial Complex was notified vide 

Punjab govt’s notification No, 8/200/80-41-BI-81/308 dated 20-1-1981.   

2008 The foundation stone of Thermal Power Plant was laid at Goindwal. 

2009 For the preparation of Master Plan, Goindwal, Local Planning Area, 

Goindwal has been notified vide Punjab Govt’s notification No 

12/5/2009-4 HGI/2836 Dated 26-10-2009.  

Source: World Wide Webs 
 

2.2.2 Regional Setting 
 ‘Regional setting’ is the combination of two words ‘region’ and ‘setting’ in 
which ‘region’ means an area and setting means how an area or a region is to be 
set in context of its surroundings. The development/growth of every settlement is 
affected by its surroundings and vice versa.  Hence, it is very important to study 
the relative importance of Goindwal with respect to its surroundings. It is to be 
studied on the basis of some criteria as described below: 
 

i) Location and Situation 
 Geographically, Goindwal is located 75°07’30”E to 75° 10’ 55”E longitudes 
and 31° 21’ 35” N to 31°24’40” N latitudes. It is situated on the right bank of the 
Beas River, 48 kilometers South East of Amritsar and about 24 kms South East of 
Tarn Taran district Headquarter. 
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Map No 1 Showing the Location of Goindwal in Punjab 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Map 2 Showing the situation of Goindwal w.r.t important surrounding settlements. 

  
 Map 1 show the districts of Punjab indicating the district Tarn Taran and 
Goindwal as settlement while map 2 shows the location of Goindwal with respect to 
surrounding important settlements like Amritsar, Jalandhar, Kapurthala, Batala 
etc. with respect to their importance in this region. 
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ii) Road and Linkages 
 Goindwal is connected by roads with other important towns like Kapurthala, 
Jandiala Guru, Tarn Taran, Amritsar and also with other adjacent villages. It is 
readily accessible by road from Jalandhar via Kapurthala and from Amritsar via 
Khadur Sahib. It is also well connected with the other important settlements in its 
vicinity. It is situated 24 Km from Pathankot—Amritsar—Makhu—Faridkot—
Malout—Abohar (National Highway No. 15 ) upto Rajasthan border. 
 Goindwal is also accessible with rail network; it is connected with Beas 
railway junction. The following map shows the road and railway linkages towards 
Goindwal. 
 

Map 3 Road and Railway linkage of Goindwal with important settlement 
 
 Map 3 shows the road and railway accessibility from Goindwal to other 
villages and vice versa which shows that Goindwal has its potential in terms of 
road and rail linkages, which is the positive point in order to popularize Goindwal 
as a religious, historical as well as economically important settlement.  
2.2.3 Characteristics of Goindwal 
 Every settlement has its own distinct characteristics, which is important to 
understand in order to give proposals for future, taking those characteristics as the 
potential and problems. The potentials need to be encouraged and problems need 
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to be minimized through planning while preparing the master plan, hence 
Goindwal is studied under two headings as described under;  
i) Physical Characteristics 
 The village Goindwal lying between the Beas river to the east and district 
head quarter, Tarn Taran in the west, which forms the lower part of the upper bari-
doab, is one of the inter fluvial tracks of the Punjab plain. 
ii) Demographic Characteristics: 
 Goindwal is a rural settlement as per Census of India, 2001. According to 
the 2001 Census, Goindwal village is populated with 6,845 persons. The growth 
trend of population of village Goindwal is given in the following table 2.2. 
 

 

Table 2.2 Population Growth of Goindwal 
Year Population Growth 

Rate 
Males Females 

Persons  % Persons  % 
1991 3,601 - 1,968 55 1,633 45 
2001 6,845 90% 3,683 54 3,162 46 

       Source: Census of India-, 2001 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig 2.1 Population Growth of Goindwal 
 The fig 2.1 shows the comparative decadal growth of Goindwal. In the period 
between 1991-2001, the population of the village has almost been doubled. The 
reasons for the high growth rate is development of residential area of GIICO 
complex and establishment of new unapproved colonies. Therefore, the people from 
the nearby villages have migrated to Goindwal for enjoying better facilities and 
quality of life. The total number of households is 1247. The population density 
comes out to be 13 PPH. Out of the total population, 2625 persons belong to SC 
category which is 38% approximately. In addition, 4231 persons are literate out of 
the total population, which accounts to 62% of the total population.  


